
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. for Sunday School  •  10:45 a.m. Worship 

Sharing the journey 

J O I N  U S  I N  P E R S O N  

FFC has been serving the West Side of Cincinnati for 

almost 200 years, and are glad you are here. 

Share this newsletter with a friend or family member! 

 

 

H A S  B E E N   

J O I N  U S  O N L I N E  

Can’t join us in person? Our services are streamed online using 

our YouTube channel, Faith Fellowship Church Cincinnati 

Miss a service? You can listen to past messages on our              

website. http://www.goffc.org/sunday-sermons/ 

SUNDAYS @ 9:30 A.M. 

Bill’s Brothers - Men’s class - led by Bill Connell  
 
Senior Ambassadors - Over 50 class, but all are always welcome,  led by Tom Hall 
 
Women at the Well - Ladies class - led by Rosalie Wilkey 
 
Friendship Class - Co-ed adult class currently study:  The Book of James,  led by Rafeal & Teresa Ortiz 
 
Co-ed Class - current study: Daniel, led by Chris Thielen 
 
Young Adult Class - current study book: The Book of  1 John,  led by Jon & Cheri Bush 
 
High School, Middle School and classes for kids ages birth-5th gr.  
 
Diva’s Digging Deeper - Ladies class. Current study: Uninvited  by Lysa TerKeurst.                                      
Taught by Lisa Baab & Monica Heidkamp 
Rejection often finds its way into our hearts at an early age. Perhaps as a child you were teased mercilessly 
for your hair or clothes, or you received an injury and couldn't play the sport you loved and had to watch 
from the sidelines, or maybe like Lysa TerKeurst,  an adult who should have cared for you and nurtured you, 
left without explanation. These wounds dig deep into our sense of self, and can resurface in surprising ways 
as an adult. However, this doesn't have to be the end of the story. 

In Uninvited, Lysa shares honestly from her own struggles with rejection and gives readers concrete truths to 
combat the lies our old Enemy hurls our way. You can stop feeling left out, because even when you are over-
looked by others, you are handpicked by God. You can change your tendencies to either fall apart or control the actions of others by 
adopting healthy ways to process your hurt. You are designed for a love without  limits, a love that will never let go.  

Faith News  
A  P u b l i c a t i o n  o f  F a i t h  F e l l o w s h i p  C h u r c h  

Spring  
2018 

March - May 

“God has given us two 

hands, one to receive with 

and the other to give 

with.”  Billy Graham 

Exciting things are happening at Faith Fellowship Church! You may have noticed some changes in the last 
few months when visiting us. Our sanctuary has been updated with new paint, light features, and a new 
and improved Guest Services area, featuring our new merchandise. That’s right, you can now purchase 
Faith Fellowship apparel! Wearing your Faith Fellowship gear around town is a wonderful opportunity to 
spread the word about FFC. 
 
While change can be uncomfortable, we see these improvements as a step in the right direction. We hope 
you do as well! Our top priorities here at FFC are evangelism, spiritual growth, and worship. Every deci-
sion we make as a staff and a body is for the benefit of these three. A great way to get involved this season 
is to join in the FFC Spring Challenge. The Challenge is a to-do list for the month of March. We wish for 
this to encourage the body of believers to get active and intentional in their faith for a month, and see what 
a difference it makes. Of course, some of our to-do items are Cincinnati specific and lots of fun! Those 
who wish to participate can grab a list from Guest Services, and keep track of their activities.  Make sure 
to bring your marked list on Easter Sunday for a chance to win a prize! We love to see your participation 
in this journey, so share your experiences on Facebook with the tag #FFCSpringChallenge 

http://www.goffc.org/about/
http://livestream.com/accounts/16111427
http://www.goffc.org/about/
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FFC refreshes the landscaping 
mulch of the church                           

every other year. 

This year is time to apply the 
new layer of mulch. 

Please plan on helping the 
church apply the mulch                            

on Saturday May 5 beginning 
at 9:00 a.m. 

Thank you.  Mike Peppers 

FFC’s annual Rummage Sale will be 
June 2. 

 
We will begin collecting items the week after 

Easter, April 1. 

There will be space available in the balcony. 

More information coming soon... 

    Service Opportunities   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faith Fellowship will be launching a homeless ministry this Spring! Below are listed some 

facts and needs we have at this time.  Our goal is to eventually begin going out weekly to 

serve. More information on that to come! 

 

Cincinnati homeless statistics: 

• 7,810 – number of confirmed homeless people 

• 48% suffer from mental illness 

• 14% are veterans 

• 30% are chronically homeless 

This Ministry will be taking many forms.  One of the initial efforts will be to fill Blessing Bags 

which can be given to homeless people we see on the street.   Your local dollar store is a 

good resource.  Suggested items are: 

 

comb    brush                 socks            

toothbrush/toothpaste  bar soap                 gum                      

wash cloth or hand towel  mints                 pen or pencil 

small note pad   tissues (individual packets)                 umbrella       

raincoat (plastic)   waterless hand sanitizer                     hat    

gloves    feminine hygiene products                 snacks 

 

We will also be collecting plastic grocery bags to make sleeping mats. These can be from 

any store (ie: Kroger, Meijer, Target, Toys r us, etc).  

 

Collection bins will be located in the Commons and will be marked “Homeless Ministry     

Donations.”  We thank you for your generous heart that reaches out to the less fortunate. 

 
Have questions? Contact Pastor Josh @ pastorjosh@goffc.org,           
Marilyn Bunger at mbunger@zoomtown.com, Sydney Carter at          

sydcarter97@gmail.com or Jo Miller at millerrj67@gmail.com. 

   

Help needed in a spring clean-up day 

for inside the church building.   

Saturday, March 10 starting 9 a.m. 

More than a Life Group 

Life Groups have been active in our church 
for quite a while now. The main thrust of 
Life Groups is to promote community and 
deeper relationships in our church. There  
is, of course, a Bible study component, and 
prayer is a major part.  
Life Groups are each unique to the people 
who attend them. They take on the person-
ality, flavor and attitudes of the individual 
member. My hope is that Life Groups will  
do more than what is outlined, that they will 
increase in influence for the kingdom.  
Life Groups should also include accounta-
bility, service, and mentoring components 
as God provides the needs and the abilities.  
There are times when we all get discour-
aged and want to walk away. Sometimes 
walking away means from friends, some-
times it’s church, sometimes it’s a job. 
Almost every area of our lives can bring            
us to a place of discouragement.   
During these times, it is helpful to be sur-
rounded by people who we know, who we 
have prayed with and prayed for, that can 
be there to be a sounding board, to be an 
anchor in heavy seas. 

 
It works in the with sin also. Sin pulls on 
each one of us every day. Sharing our 
weaknesses with those in our Life Groups, 
invites them to pray for our weaknesses, 
share their own, and support each other 
when temptation rears its ugly head.    
Life Groups can only be as trusting, deep, 
and enriching as you are willing to allow. 
We are living in a society where secrets are 
kept, weaknesses are hidden, and despair 
is given a heavy coat of makeup, lest           
people think less of us.   
Always keep in mind that God used people 
in their weakest moments to accomplish 
great things. His strength is perfected in  
our weakness.   
Life Groups should be a place where we 
can share our fears, our discouragements, 
our weaknesses. As we open up, trust 
grows; others open up. We become a family 
within the family of Christ.  
I encourage you to not be static in your Life 
Group. Help lead your group into deeper 
relationships, with Lord and with each other.   
Service has been a component of Life 
Groups since the beginning. Life Groups at 
FFC are meant to be a smaller representa-
tion of the whole. Most groups participate in 

different service projects from time to time. 
Why is serving important? There are many 
answers to this question. The first is that 
when we are laboring together for the work 
of the Lord, we strengthen our relationships. 
If all we do is meet a couple times a month, 
we are cheating ourselves out of a great 
opportunity to grow, personally and corpo-
rately.  
Secondly, service shows our commitment to 
the Lord. James 2:17-18 So also faith by 
itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 
18 But someone will say, “You have faith and 
I have works.” Show me your faith apart 
from your works, and I will show you my 
faith by my works.   
We are a church that believes and pro-
claims that you cannot be saved by our 
works. That is not the same as saying that 
works plays no part in our Christian walk. 
We do not work to get saved, we work 
because we are saved.  
Encourage your life group to get plugged 
into service projects. You will see service 
projects advertised. Please be a part of our 
witness to the community by giving of your-
selves.  
When we drive one of the biggest test of our 
patience is when we are behind a new 

driver. They want to be safe, they may drive 
slower, or too fast, or their inexperience 
may cause unsafe driving conditions for 
others.   
It’s not much difference when someone new 
joins your workforce. It takes time and 
money to get someone up to speed on the 
company. How they operate, how they 
communicate and their strategies are all 
lessons that have to be taught and lessons 
can sometimes be painful to teach and 
learn.  
Likewise, in Life Groups you have a great 
opportunity to mentor and train younger 
believers. We usually invite people we 
know, and with whom we are comfortable 
with to join our groups. I encourage you to 
reach out to the young, to the new believ-
ers, to those that are struggling. If you run 
into a situation that you cannot handle, 
reach out for help. Generally, though, Life 
Groups have so much to offer, let’s share 
the wealth. 
                         written by Pastor John 

Cheryl Ferguson 
252 Director ( K-5) 
cherylferguson@goffc.org 
 
Linda Widener 
252 Director (K-5) 
lindawidener@goffc.org 
 
Colleen Taylor 
First Look Director Pre-K) 
colleentaylor@goffc.org 
 
Patti Thielen 
Women’s Ministries 
pattithielen@goffc.org 
 
Scott Houser 
Men’s Ministries 
scotthouser@goffc.org 
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C U R R E N T  L I F E  G R O U P S !  
Bridgetown #1 Life Group: 
Meets 1st & 3rd Tuesdays @ 7 p.m. 
 
Women’s Life Group: 
Meets 2nd & 4th Tuesdays @ 6:30 p.m.  
 
Delhi Life Group: 
Meets each Wednesday @ 6 p.m. 

Cleves Life Group:                          
Meets every other Friday @ 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
Saturday Evening Life Group:  
Meets 2nd & 4th Saturdays @ 7 p.m. 
 
FFC Life Group: 
Meets 1st and 3rd Sundays @  Noon 

Young Adult Life Group: 
Meets each Wednesday @ 6:30 p.m.  
 
Colerain Life Group: 
Meets 1st & 3rd Thursdays @ 7 p.m. 
 
Bridgetown #2 Life Group: 
Meets 1st & 3rd Thursday @ 7 p.m. 

John D. Wodetzki 
Senior Pastor 
pastorjohn@goffc.org 
 

Josh Taylor 
Family Pastor 
pastorjosh@goffc.org 
 
Jon Bush 
Associate Pastor 
jonbush@goffc.org 
 
Mike Peppers 
Business Admin & Facilities 
mlpeppers@goffc.org 
 
Karen Green 
Office Administrator 
karengreen@goffc.org 
 
 

Rebecca McLemore 
Director of Media Outreach 
rebecca@goffc.org 
 
Tom Foozer 
IT Administrator 
tlfoozer@goffc.org 
 
Brian Baab 
Lead Elder 
brianbaab@goffc.org 
 
Rob Wibbelsman 
Lead Deacon 
robwibbelsman@goffc.org 
 
Lani Peppers 
Guest Services 
lanipeppers@goffc.org 
 
 

Looking for a Kitchen Coordinator. 

If you are interested in hearing 

more about this volunteer        

position, contact the office.  
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*For more detailed information on FlipSide events and times. Pick up a copy of the Parent Inside Fall Newsletter! 

Each Sunday @ 6 p.m. 

For this 4-week series in March, we go on a      

journey looking at our character, adversity in our 

lives, how to face our giants and how we can grow, 

all while following the story of David. 

LESSONS AT FLIPSIDE 

 

  Spring Schedule: 

Movie Night: March 24 

Laser Tag and Mini Golf:  April 27 

Grad Banquet: May 12 

Looking to make a difference here in          

Cincinnati? Wanting to make a huge impact 

for Jesus? Then we have something          

awesome and perfect for you! Join us this 

summer as we take on Cincinnati for our 

yearly mission trip. All  ages are encouraged 

to join the team as we set out to make an 

impact for Christ in our city! 
 

Dates: July 8-13 

Cost: $190 

We will be working with Habitat for Humanity, 

BLOC Ministries, Prince of Peace Lutheran 

Church, FFC Homeless Ministry and much 

more. It’s going to be an exciting week. If you 

are interested in serving during the mission 

week or have questions, contact Pastor Josh. 

MISSION: CINCINNATI 

GRAD BANQUET 

Every May we honor our graduating seniors , 

that have stuck with youth group, with a    

banquet that has a secret theme. This year  

we have 3 graduating seniors. Our banquet 

will be May 12th at 7 pm. We encourage all 

youth to attend and support our seniors! 
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    Service Opportunities   

INTERESTED???? Contact Pastor Josh to sign up! 



                                                          Kingdom Kids (ages K-5th grade)  
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For the month of March,  we’ve GONE FISHIN’ and we can’t wait to see what ideas you and your 
preschoolers reel in to go with this theme. We’re imagining ponds and fish and little kids running in the 
room to see what they’re going to get to do next! 
 
It just seems perfect since this month is all about Jesus and how He taught the disciples to be fishers of 
men. How did they learn to be fishers of men? Well, they followed Jesus! And, we want our              
preschoolers to know that they can follow Jesus too! 
 
We’ll start the month with the man who introduced Jesus to the world—John the Baptist. He even      
baptized Him. John was famous in his own right, but he was just preparing the way for Jesus. When Jesus came to the river, John told              
everyone how special Jesus is. 
 
We’ll end the month with a celebration. Week four is Palm Sunday, and Palm Sunday is a party! We celebrate Jesus because He is             
special. He is God’s Son. When the people heard He was coming to town, they were excited and they yelled, “Hosanna! Hosanna!     
Yay Jesus!”  
    

 
JESUS. IS. ALIVE! Okay, okay. You already know that, but for many of the preschoolers who will be 
celebrating Easter with us, this will not only be BIG NEWS, it will be NEW news as well! 
 
We have the awesome privilege of telling preschoolers that Jesus is God’s Son, He is alive, and He 
wants to be their friend forever. It truly is BIG NEWS! 
 
We want every preschooler to remember the big news that Jesus is alive and He wants to be their friend 
forever! 

 
 

This Spring we will be talking about Peace and Patience. 
 
When Adam and Eve decided that their way was better than God’s way and broke God’s 
rule, they changed the relationship between God and His creation. Where once everything 
and everyone could be in the presence of God, now we were at odds with God. God could 
have done anything He wanted, including wiping us out and starting over. But instead 
God decided to make peace with us. Ultimately God did this through His Son, Jesus. 
 
When Jesus died and then rose from the dead, He paid the price for everything that was 
wrong and unfair in this world. Because of Jesus, we can have peace. We don’t have to get even. Instead, we can reflect the character 
of Christ by caring for others and making peace.  
 
In Colossians 1:20, Paul reminds us that us that peace originated with God’s love for us and Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. And as 
we’ll discover in Colossians 3:15, we should live at peace with those around us because of everything Christ did for us. 
 
Bottom Line: We can make peace with others because God made peace with us. Jesus is our ultimate example of peace. Because He 
made peace between God and us, we should strive to make peace a part of how we work together as the Body of Christ. 
 
Because of Jesus, WE CAN WAIT. We can trust that God is in control. We can have hope that things will work out in the end. And 
we can be patient because we know all that God has done.  
 

 
 
We start the month of April with The Bible. No, that wasn’t a typo. Think about it, in some 
ways the entire Bible is lesson in patience. Not because it takes so long to read from cover to 
cover, but because often people are seen waiting . . . for God to speak, for the rescuer to arrive. 
That’s why we kick off April with the Easter story and the story of the Bible that introduces us 
to   Jesus—His life, death, and most importantly His resurrection. A fitting way to celebrate that 
Jesus is alive!  
 
We’ll finish out the month of April with one of the best examples of what happens when you’re 
not patient; you lose something of value. In Genesis 25:24-34, we discover the story of Esau 

sacrificing his birthright for a bowl of stew. Because Esau was impatient, he lost something he could never get back. 
 
Bottom Line: Jesus is alive! God sent Jesus to rescue us from the consequences of our sin. This week, we want to be sure that every 

child leaves knowing how much God loves them and made a way for them to have a relationship with Him forever.  

    

                                                                                          First Look (ages 3-5)  

Lessons for Sunday School & Church!  
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EASTER 

FFC is once again planning to deliver Easter Baskets to needy children 
and their families in the area. 

We have  Easter baskets “in stock” and are filled with toys and goodies 
tailored to the age and gender of the recipient. 

We also plan to give the family a basket of nonperishable food. 

We are asking for your help as follows:  
1. To identify such families, and 
2. To donate the nonperishable food to the church 
 
For each family identified, we will need the following: 
1. Parent or guardian name 
2. Address 
3. Phone number or email 
4. Names, ages and gender of children. 
 

The Church staff is contacting local schools to identify such families also. FFC plans to deliver the baskets to 
the families during the week beginning March 25.  Life Groups will be asked to deliver to families in their   
area.  If you are not in a Life Group but would like to deliver a basket, please contact the church staff. Please 
place food donations in the designated bins in the Commons. Please provide names and food donations no later 
than March 18 to Mike Peppers, mlpeppers@goffc.org 


